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BATTLESHIP SILVER 

By W. Frank Purdy 



IT is a far cry from the bright and sunshiny yes- 
terdays typical of the launching of one of our 
great battleships to the conditions of to-day. 
Then, with flags and pennants flying, bands play- 
ing, the blue water sparkling, and the favorite 
daughter of the state to be honored about to 
christen the latest sea monster, there was scarcely 
a thought of the grimmer tasks that lay beyond, as 
if, indeed, the only duty of these floating fortresses 
was the entertainment and gaiety of which that 
hour was typical. 

To-day, the addresses of our great fleets and 
these battleships which comprise them is "some- 
where" — we know not exactly where — and the glit- 
tering romance that formerly surrounded each ship 
has, for the time at least, faded. They seem, in 
fact, almost like phantom ships now, so little that 
is definite is heard of them. Occasionally some 
great gray form comes nosing its way all rusty 
and storm-beaten into some friendly port, but then 
— before any one knows that she has come — on a 
dark and protecting night she vanishes again — and 
that is all. 

Time was when if the average man-of-war had 
a handsome punch-bowl and two or three dozen 
cups to her credit, and these not necessarily sterling 
silver, she was well-equipped for the social position 
connected with navy life, and felt very proud, in- 
deed, of her possessions. Early in the history of 
the new fleet of modern battleships which repre- 
sented Uncle Sam, however, when the custom of 



naming each new ship as it was built after a state 
in the Union, was inaugurated, these states vied 
with each other in the elaborateness and complete- 
ness of the silver service which was presented to 
each particular godchild by her stately godmother. 
Complete in every smallest detail this modern silver 
service is fitted to entertain kings and princes and 
statesmen in a manner befitting their station and 
the honor of the great American navy. 

The mode of procedure for obtaining the commis- 
sion from a state for a battleship silver service is 
precisely that pursued in obtaining bids for the 
building of the battleship itself, with the single 
exception of the fact that the invitations for bids 
are usually confined, in each case, to the merchants 
of the state after which the ship is to be named. 
Of necessity, however, these state firms or individ- 
ual merchants are frequently compelled to seek the 
cooperation of some of the large manufacturers of 
national reputation before the first important ques- 
tion of the amount of the required appropriation 
can be considered by the finance committee. With 
the sum of money to be expended thus determined, 
the artistic and practical features of this interest- 
ing competition are then in order. 

Each local dealer, in collaboration with the 
chosen manufacturer and his designers, having 
made a careful research into the historical records 
and traditions of the state — noting particularly 
the points of sentimental and symbolic value — 
proceeds with the development of his individual 
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The battleship "Texas" has this 
fixe set of silver as a gift from 
that state 




Silver service presented to the 
battleship "idaho" by the 
state of that name 




The state of Nevada presented 
this service to the battleship 
"Nevada" 




THE STATE NAMED FROM ITS FLOWERS OFFERED THIS GIFT OF SILVER TO THE 

BATTLESHIP "FLORIDA" 



ideas. To a peculiar degree it is the aim to incor- 
porate into the design such elements as shall always 
promote the feeling of both state and national pride 
and which shall stand for that most valued attribute 
represented in the phrase esprit de corps, and 
serve as a perpetual rallying point for all the future 



sentimental and social life of the ship and its crew. 
An interesting detail of competitions of this charac- 
ter is one that might well obtain in some of our 
monumental competitions. That is, that one repre- 
sentative of each competition, who is thoroughly 
acquainted with all the details of the work, is 
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OKLAHOMA CAVE THIS SILVER TABLE-SERVICE TO Till'. BATTLESHIP NAMED FOR THAT STATE 
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GIFT OF SILVER SERVICE FROM THE STATE OF WYOMING TO THE BATTLESHIP OF THAT NAME 



present at a designated meeting to explain, and 
defend as it were the details and construction of the 
proposed design. 

In all of these silver services, complete in some 
instances from saltspoon to punch-bowl, the pre- 
dominant note of design is the history and achieve- 
ments of the state each represents, together with 
some emblem of the state industries, as well as the 
state seal and some suggestion of the state flora and 
fauna. In many cases the choice of design and its 
expression have been a happy one ; in others, owing 
to the inherent lack of beauty in the elements them- 
selves, the results have not been quite so interest- 
ing. But whether for better or for worse 
artistically, the remarkable collection of services 
now counted among the cherished possessions of 
our navy will always be valuable as a record of 
the history of the particular commonwealth each 
represents, as well as an expression of the artisan- 
ship of its period in America silversmithery. 

A study of these illustrations will indicate in 
detail the peculiar blending that exists in these 
romantically wrought pieces, not only of the senti- 
mental, historic and symbolic interests of each 
commonwealth itself, but its national place and im- 
portance as well. And who shall say how significant 
this may some day prove to be? 

With all the necessary and frequently involved 



details of the competition and design once settled, 
the final award is made in secret session, and it 
takes from six months to one year thereafter to 
complete the service. Presentation usually takes 
place while the ship is temporarily in port, by a 
committee composed of the Governor, the committee 
having the work in charge and specially invited 
guests. This presentation day is usually the oc- 
casion of quite as much speech-making as and even 
more social enjoyment than the launching of the 
ship itself. 

"The navy is the finest club in the world" said 
an enthusiastic young naval lieutenant to me on 
the deck of the flagship of one of our greatest 
fleets. And indeed, the finest club in the world it 
was at that time, floating from port to port and 
"Capital to Capital," extending to the friendly na- 
tions of the world the hospitalities of our country. 
Let us hope with all our hearts — indeed let us know 
with all our heads — that it will be the finest club in 
the world with which to vanquish our enemies, now 
that the silver services are reposing ashore in safe- 
deposit vaults. Let us all hope and pray, too, for 
the time when this grim business shall be over, 
when the services now tucked away shall be brought 
out again and polished up to resume their proper 
and more gracious function ! 



